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THE AFRO AMERICAN COUNCIL

There can be nothing but words of

praise and commendation for the dig-

nified

¬

and conservative manner in
which the Afre American Council did
the work of its annual meeting recently
held in Indianapolis It was by far
the best meeting that the orgmization
has held since its creation in Rochester
New York several years ago In rep
resentation it was surprisingly large
when one tkes into consideration the
fact that it is no longer a brand new
scheme with all the attraction that
novelty commands In the intellectual
make up of those who participated in
the proceedings it was a great im-

provement

¬

over its other annual ses
sions It was singularly free from the
nonsensical xabid and extremely radi ¬

cal tone and expression of so many
conventions which have been he d by
colored men in years gone by In
short the gathering was all that every
thoughtful colored man wanted it to be
and its address to the country is an
able sensible and conservative docu-

ment

¬

stating the case of the Negro as
it should be stated in a calm dignified
and manly way

Nothing that was done by the con-

vention

¬

commends it more to tbe
judgement of thoughtful men more
than its refusal to be turned into a
politically partisan gathering Any
such step would have been fatal and
would have given the National Coun ¬

cil a set back from which perhaps it
would never have recovered It would
have been the cause for driving away
from future meetings many useful men
who do not wish tojotn in political
wrangles outside of political conven-
tions

¬

Furthermore any political
expression given out by such a body
as the A fro American Council can win
no votes for any party because the
Council would forfeit the respect of all
honest men because by going into pol-

itics

¬

it would be dishonest bv violating
one of its cardinal principles and its or
ganic law We have no doubt that
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like all large bodies of colored men
the representatives who met at Indian
apolia were Republicans in the propor
Hon of ten to one yet it would have
been exceedingly poor policy in these
men to have forced any partisan polit
ical expression from the Convention
that would have driven avay the men
who did not agree with thfm in poli ¬

tics There are good men in all par
ties and the Nesro needs all of his
strong forces just at this time to get
together and fight together for the
things upon which his very existence
depends liberty and the pursuit of
happiness

The Colored American congratu ¬

lates the Council on its good work and
its President on his address We hope
that the Council will not get into poli
tics as long as there is bo much other
important work for it to do Let the
men who compose these annual meet ¬

ings have their political pow wows at
home before they come to the meetings
of the Council or after they return to
their respective States when the work
of the Council is finished Let the
Council be kept as a common ground
where all our men of character intel-
lect

¬

and high purpose may meet and
discuss the Negros welfare regardless
of political amations

Talk about business Here it ts for
you The American Eagle an mflu
entual A fro American newspaper of
St Louis Mo remarks

As a business proposition you should
vote the democratic ticket

In another column in this issue of
The Colored American an abbreviated
account a given of the Annual Session
of the Grand United Order of True
Reformers which met at the headquar¬

ters in Richmond Va at their hall
The history of this Order is wonderful
indeed To read of the great progress
it ha3 made in the last twenty ears
creates doubt in the minds of those who
are not members of the Order who are
not acquainted with the internal work ¬

ings of the Ordr and who do not know
of its great achievement and accom-
plishments

¬

The President and Grand
Worthy Master Rev William L Tay-
lor

¬

in delivering his opening address
covered the work of one year and min-
imized

¬

it to a ten minute itatement
ince the last annual session of the

Order an increase of 226 new Foun ¬

tains of 126 Rosebuds 462 E Class
members 670 B Clas3 members and a
total increase of the Fountain number
ship nf more than 15000 was shown
The True Reformers is by all odds the
strongest financially and the moat suc-
cessfully

¬

operated concern of the race
It is conducted on a strictly business
basis and a visit to the hpnrlnnarfora

heretofore

of

Order of Reformers

Bishop Henry M Turner the senior
bishop of the A M E Church is
getting a share of atten ¬

tion at thi3 time The bishop is a bio
brainy man and has occupied a
seat in the middle of the stage He
has for thirty eight for the
race first last and all the

a champion for the Negro
some of his critics in

swadling The Amer-
ican

¬

believes that the
good bishop is ready he will give the

for the faith that
him

The Colored Citizen is a new jour-

nalistic

¬

bark issued at Memphis
It is now an interesting

but a trifle at the mast head

Hope for tne Hegro

Editor American 1 1 heartily en ¬

dorse tr e course ai your valuable journal on
race matters that is touching the real

state of affairs and enjovyour timely and
sensible editorials on all questions I believe
you are rally competent to give a reason for
every hore yon have touching theiutureol
the American Negro and I cenainly appre-

ciate

¬

your roseate haven lor the Negros fu

ture in America And now having reaa ana
re read so much irom an otimMia view all
of which 1 respect I cenre througn tne co --

urons of your able Journal and from your fer
tile a staleraeDt ol lacts upon which
you base your hores ol the Negros luture in
America I am certain that fuch would be
Interesting and instructive and will do much
gool in the field of doubt and fear

I am iespectlnlly yours
R 11 Bcttitr

Monongahela City Pa

The above communication ex¬

plains itself We tip our hat in ac
knowledgement of the complimentary
reference to our efforts in behalf of tbe
race We are happiest when lighting
the battles of onr race The editorial
columns of The American aim
to state the case of the race not as an
optimist but fairly giving a reason for
the faith withm us

questions being addressed to ue
from all secions of the country by our
subscribers and readers unmistakably
demonstrate tbe fact our people
are thinking along lines Intel-
ligent

¬

thinking leads to intelligent ac-

tion
¬

We can onJy give the outlines of
the fact upon which we base our hopes
for the Negros future in America

In the first place a race like indi ¬

is more contented and
of larger results In its home

than elsewhere especially when it bas
done its full share in tbe establishment
of the home The Negro brought
to America very soon after the white
man secured a foothold and established
himself here the consent of the
aborigines The Negro was brought
here against his own consent The red
man has never fully accepted tbe while
mans civilization although the white
man took possession of him and bis
country The black n an has ac-

cepted
¬

tbe white mens civilization
and has proven himse3f as patriotic and
as devoted the welfare of America
as the veriest white man here The
Negros blocd has freely flowed upon
the field of every battle waged for tbe

union and honor of this coun ¬

try Why then should we not believe
the Negro has a brilliant future in

He 13 a part and parcel of
the body politic nolens volens

that many rights heretofore
will show that all bueiness is tranacted accorded us ln ceran sections are now
on strictly banking principles Its reo lbeIng WItndrjnvD or deuied granted
ord is which that m CJrtam other pacesone not only its members
but the entire race should be proud reeaidedasctleB of refuge we are being
Score one more for tha Grand Hnito smitten as it were in the houses of our

True

large public

always

years stood
time He

was fearless
when were their

clothes Colored
when great and

reasons is within

Tenn sheet
heavy

Golored

all

brain

fully

Colored

The

that
right

an
vidual therefore
capable

was

against

fully

to

freedom

that
America

Granted

friend granted that many a former
friend to us has joined lhe great major-
ity oris at least dead to u yet not
withstanding all tbis the future for us
in America is briglrer than anywhere
else fur the reason tbt here character
brair pluc enterprise accomplish-
ments

¬

are achievements respected and
honored when possessed by a colored
man relatively a3 much as when pos-
sessed

¬

by man of any other race or
nationality

TVe must expect great things for our
race in this country and prepare our-
selves

¬

for their enjoj rnent be white
man who berates us should remember
that if the United Btates currency he
has in his pocket does not bear the gen- -

nine signature of a colored man it is a
worthlesB counterfeit he should re-

member
¬

that every stamp that he uses
to forward his mail throuehout this
country Is issued by a colored man he
should remember that every real esuto
deed recorded in the nations cipital is
recorded by a colored man he should
remember that the most indigenous
and loyal citizen in this country i a
colored man

A glance at the opinion page of the
average American newspaper about
these times would induce an intelligent
foreigner to believe that the chief occu ¬

pation of Americans is politics This
too notwithstanding rur great prog
ress and achievements in science com-

merce
¬

industry etc

We point with pride to the Hart
Farm School as indicating the capacity
of one great teacher to lift the youth
of the race out of unfavorable environ-
ments

¬

and to plaee them in the up ¬

ward path to a life of usefulness inde-

pendence
¬

and dignity
Here is an institution originated and

developed in our midst which promises
unlimited power for social progress
and for the develops ent of human
character and capacity from the least
promising and most hopeless and help-
less

¬

element of our community life
All this has been done so modestly so

bravely so effectively and with such
devotion to all that is manly and
worthy as to make it seem more like
the growth of ages with unlimited re-

sources
¬

of men and means than the
creation of one individual within less

than three years unaided and alone
No one can read the articles in this

issue upon this unique institution
without perceiving that a new star of

hope and help of the first magnitude
has risen for the neglected children ut

our peeple who dwell in cities and
which furnishes a living illustration oi

Victor Hugos saying That whoever
opens a school closes a prison

Miss Lewis at the Thurber Conservatory

Miss Addie Lewis daughter of Prof
J Henry Lewis is visiting her unde in
New Yors City and while there she is

taking a special course iupano techni-
que

¬

at the National Conservatory of
Music and her instructor reports very
promising results Miss Lewis will re ¬

turn to Washington about October 1

and form a limited class for piano in-

struction
¬

Mrs Lavender formerly Miss Emma
Johnson of S439 1 street n w has re

turned from a months visit to her
husband at Ui iontown Pa where tbe
latter is employed While at LDion
town Mr and Mis Lavender were
pleasantly entertained as the guests of

Mr and Mrs Phil Johnson 23 Grant
street that city

One of the most active delegates w o

attended the late National Negro Bbm
ness Leage which met in Boston Mass
wag Dr James E Shepard of Raleigh
N C Mr Shepard is one of the bi
known young men of that State ar d

was Chief Clerk under Recorder II P
Cbeatham during Mr Chathams fir t
year as Recorder of Deeds The D --

tor is now at his old home in Raleigh
where he is doing hercalean services
for tbe party His speech before the
National Negro Bnsine3 League ai
Boston wss one of the most poiuvd
and effective of any delivered Dr
Shepard will tafee part in the present
campaign and will make some speeches
in the north and east


